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Learning Outcomes of the Curricular Unit

It aims to develop skills and competences in terms of knowledge based on the main theoretical lines of
Communication Sciences, to foster the capacity to produce sustained knowledge, to promote individual and
group work and to extend oral and written skills of exposition and argumentation.

Learning Outcomes of the Curricular Unit (Lim:1000)

It aims to develop skills and competences in terms of knowledge based on the main theoretical lines of
Communication Sciences, to foster the capacity to produce sustained knowledge, to promote individual and
group work and to extend oral and written skills of exposition and argumentation.

Syllabus (Lim:1000)

1. The emergence of the communicational issue: introductory concepts, brief history of communication
studies, the two great notions of communication and current society as a communication society: meaning
and problematization of the concept.

2. Mass communication and the mass media: theories of effects; the Frankfurt School and the contributions
of Adorno and Horkheimer, the culture industry and the critique of mass culture.

3. Theories and Studies of Journalism: genesis of a field of study. The theories of long-term effects; the
theory of personal action; organizational theory.

4. Information selection, gatekeeping and newsworthiness criteria.

5. The urgency of ethical and deontological issues in the face of the crisis in journalism: Deontological codes
in Europe and in the world: ethical principles underlying the creation of codes. The Code of Ethics for
Portuguese Journalists and other regulatory mechanisms.

Demonstration of the syllabus coherence with the curricular units' learning objectives

The program contents aim to give an introductory and global vision of the communicational phenomenon,
introducing the founding lines of the studies in communication, specifying the concrete questions of the study
of journalism, and culminating in the ethical and deontological issues of the current media.
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Teaching Methodologies (Including evaluation; Lim:1000)

The teaching methodology brings together the theoretical approach of contents with the demonstration and
practical application of them. Conciliating the tutorial orientation of the teacher with the contact hours, will be
developed works of research and practical realization of the teaching vectors of the discipline.

Evaluation:

Written test (minimum of 7.5 values) (40%);

Summary (individual ou in pairs) of one of the texts recommended by the teacher (30%);

Realization of a group work, to be developed within the scope of the curricular unit (30%);

Approval of the course unit implies obtaining a minimum of 7.5 in the written test.

Demonstration of the coherence between the teaching methodologies and the learning outcomes

The teaching methodology includes a written evaluation test, which aims to evaluate the student's knowledge
of the contents of the program as a whole. The practical work is aligned with the objective of bringing the
student closer to the main theoretical lines of Communication Sciences, as well as to extend the oral and
written skills of the student and put him in contact with the current media reality.
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