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Learning Outcomes of the Curricular Unit

- Know the most relevant theoretical constructs for the understanding of the phenomena related to the field of
mass communication and its effects;

- Distinguish and understand the theoretical models of short-term and long-term effects, within the theories
that support them;

- Reflect on the contribution of the Process School and the Semiotic School in the larger canvas of
communication paradigms;

- Understand the relevance of new media today;

- Identify and recognise the repercussions and actuality of Convergence Culture.
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mass communication and its effects;

that support them;

communication paradigms;

- Understand the relevance of new media today;

- Know the most relevant theoretical constructs for the understanding of the phenomena related to the field of

- Distinguish and understand the theoretical models of short-term and long-term effects, within the theories

- Reflect on the contribution of the Process School and the Semiotic School in the larger canvas of

- Identify and recognise the repercussions and actuality of Convergence Culture.

Syllabus (Lim:1000)

1. Mass communication and its effects

1.1 Theoretical models of short-term effects:

1.1.1. Hypodermic theory

1.1.2. Empirical-Experimental or Persuasion Theory;
1.1.3. Empirical-Field Theory or Limited Effects Theory;
1.1.4 Functionalist Theory

1.1.5 Critical Theory;

1.1.6. Culturological Theory;

1.1.7 Communicative Theories.

1.2 Theoretical models of long-term effects:

1.2.1. The agenda-setting hypothesis;

1.2.2. Gatekeeping;
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1.2.3. News values.

2. The communication paradigms

2.1 The Processual School and the Semiotic School:
2.1.1. Shannon & Weaver's model;

2.1.2. Gerbner's model;

2.1.3 Lasswell's model;

2.1.4 Newcomb's model;

2.1.5. Westley & Maclean model;

2.1.6. Roman Jakobson's model.

3. New media
3.1. The network society;

3.2 Convergence Culture ? current impact.

Demonstration of the syllabus coherence with the curricular units' learning objectives

The syllabus is consistent with the goals of the course, enabling students to:

- Reflect about mass communication in order to understand the different communication theories and their
evolution over time, obtaining a holistic view of them;

- Acquire knowledge about the different paradigms of communication, understanding the importance of the
contributions of Semiotics and the American Schoal,

- Establish profitable relationships between symbolism and mass communication, realizing the dynamic
processes generated between them and their repercussions on citizensg, lives;

- Understand how the media construct different scenarios of reality, so as to intervene in the digital public
sphere.
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Teaching Methodologies (Including evaluation; Lim:1000)

This curricular unit encompasses practical activities concatenated with conceptual framework, research and
development of appropriate material. The methodology presented comprises classroom work, autonomous
work (individual and / or group) tutorials.

Standard assessment: individual test (50%), group work (with a written component and an oral presentation,
30%) and individual work (20%).
Special assessment: individual test evaluation (70%) and individual work (with an oral presentation, 30%).

Demonstration of the coherence between the teaching methodologies and the learning outcomes

Teaching methodologies are consistent with the learning objectives of the course as the theoretical and
practical approach enables students to acquire theoretical knowledge providing them with the tools necessary
to gain a broad and reasoned perspective about the pillars on which rests the mass media and their
importance today.

The work in the classroom, especially in groups, enables collaborative learning which allows a richer and
deeper reflection on the paradigms of communication, promoting a holistic approach to communication
processes, articulated with the independent work of the student.
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