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Learning Outcomes of the Curricular Unit

® Understand the fundamental role of visual communication and art in contemporary society and the
impact of images on our understanding of the world;

® Recognise the active participation of people in the construction of visual narratives and the political,
social and activist nature of visual culture;

® Discuss the role of images in the construction of personal and collective identity;

® Develop a critical perspective on the creation and reception of images;

® Acquire tools for analysing and interpreting images in different contexts;

® Get to know some of the latest modernist currents, as well as the authors and precursors of
Contemporary Art.

Learning Outcomes of the Curricular Unit (Lim:1000)

¢ Understand the fundamental role of visual communication and art in contemporary society and the
impact of images on our understanding of the world;

® Recognise the active participation of people in the construction of visual narratives and the political,
social and activist nature of visual culture;

® Discuss the role of images in the construction of personal and collective identity;

® Develop a critical perspective on the creation and reception of images;

® Acquire tools for analysing and interpreting images in different contexts;

® Get to know some of the latest modernist currents, as well as the authors and precursors of
Contemporary Art.
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Syllabus (Lim:1000)

1 Introduction to Visual Culture

1.1 Image, Culture and Society

1.2 Visual Thinking and Visual Literacy

1.3 Identity and Visual Culture

1.4 The political, social and activist nature of the image

1.5 Authorship and emergence of images created with generative Al

2. Visual Communication

2.1 Fundamentals of visual perception

2.2 Visual grammar, elements of visual communication

2.3 Principles of hierarchy and visual composition

2.4 Visual Rhetoric: denotation and connotation - from signifier to signified
2.5 Image semiotics: syntax, semantics and pragmatics

3. Modern and contemporary art movements

3.1. The historical avant-garde;

3.2 The neo-avant-gardes;

3.3 Crisis of aesthetic categories and traditional concepts in art;
3.4 Expansion of the arts and new artistic media.

Demonstration of the syllabus coherence with the curricular units' learning objectives

Given the fundamental role of the image in the media, the Visual Culture course aims to develop skills in
students that allow them to reflect on, interpret and critically analyse the creation and reception of images.
Thus, the first part of the programme proposes an introduction to Visual Culture, discussing the image in its
political, social and activist dimensions, its importance in the construction of individual and collective identities
and the new challenges to authorship in the era of generative artificial intelligence.

In the second part of the programme, the elements of visual communication are decoded through the
analysis of graphic design communication artefacts and, in the third part of the programme, students are
made aware of the new artistic forms through the observation of the various moments of transition in Modern
and Contemporary Art.
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Teaching Methodologies (Including evaluation; Lim:1000)

Debate of programme contents using texts, images, videos, etc. Practical exercises analysing images and
texts related to visual culture. Autonomous research into topics covered in the course.

Quantitative assessment will be obtained through an assessment test (40%), exercises on the substantive
content of the course (30%) and a final project (30%).

Demonstration of the coherence between the teaching methodologies and the learning outcomes

Since this curricular unit aims to develop students' skills to enable them to reflect on, interpret and critically
analyse the creation and reception of images, methods which involve students in debating ideas about what
is taught will be preferred, not forgetting the necessary theoretical framework to equip the students with the
conceptual tools necessary for such tasks. Students are encouraged to develop research that interconnects
the program content with the practice of social communication in order to enhance the operational skills
developed in a future professional context.
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