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Learning Outcomes of the Curricular Unit

1. Understand the contribution of research in the production of scientific knowledge; 2.
Distinguish methodological paradigms and assumptions; 3. Know the phases of the research process and the
role of the researcher attending the ethical aspects; 4. ldentify and use different types of research
methodologies common in special education; 5. Analyze scientific papers attending the standards and
aspects of methodological rigor; 6. Use reference norms internationally accepted in the conduction of
research studies and in the writing of scientific papers.

Learning Outcomes of the Curricular Unit (Lim:1000)

1. Understand the contribution of research in the production of scientific knowledge; 2.
Distinguish methodological paradigms and assumptions; 3. Know the phases of the research process and the
role of the researcher attending the ethical aspects; 4. ldentify and use different types of research
methodologies common in special education; 5. Analyze scientific papers attending the standards and
aspects of methodological rigor; 6. Use reference norms internationally accepted in the conduction of
research studies and in the writing of scientific papers.

Syllabus (Lim:1000)

1) Fundamentals of research 1.1. Conceptualization of research and characterization of scientific
knowledge; 1.2. Research paradigms and their methodological assumptions: qualitative and quantitative
methods; 1.3. Stages of the research process. Brief reference to the collection and data analysis techniques.
1.4. The role of the researcher; 1.5. Ethical aspects in research 2) Research in special education 2.1. Case
Study 2.2. Action Research 2.3. Single Case Research 2.4. Other types of studies in special education 3)
Writing scientific papers 3.1. Critical analysis of information; 3.2. APA norms for publication 3.3. Software to
support literature management.
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Demonstration of the syllabus coherence with the curricular units' learning objectives

This curricular unit explores in its first point of the syllabus, the fundamentals of research. The initial
approach to research will contribute to the development of the first three competences. The second point
includes contents more specific to the training profile of this master degree. It will be explored the different
types of studies developed in special education, in order to promote the acquisition of competence four. The
syllabus approach ends focusing on issues surrounding the drafting of rigorous research papers. This final
approach aims to develop competences five and six. In general, this curricular unit aims to become a first
contact with research in special education, preparing the students for the design and implementation of the
project that will be developed later in this degree course.

Teaching Methodologies (Including evaluation; Lim:1000)

The teaching methodology will include moments of theoretical exposure necessary to the development
of declarative competences. Practical classes will be necessary to solve concrete problems from
professional practice conducting tasks that enable the application of knowledge addressed in theoretical
lectures and the experimentation of the process inherent to scientific research. Evaluation includes two
mandatory elements: a test (70%) and work(s) within the practical component (30%). In exams there is the
possibility of oral test in accordance with the actual Regulation. Teacher will define its procedure.

Demonstration of the coherence between the teaching methodologies and the learning outcomes

This curricular unit aims to contribute for the formation of attitudes of critical questioning towards
professional reality for which the theoretical exposure of concepts and assumptions is fundamental promoting
the development of the six competences defined. The appropriation of these contents will be certainly valued
if it¢s based on concrete situations of professional practice in special education. On the other side,
the acquisition of specific non declarative skills is more effectively achievable through practical
experience. These tasks will be performed in order to put in practice the theoretical knowledge as well as
experience the stages of research process based on concrete problems of special education, culminating in
the rigorous writing of scientific papers.
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