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Caraterização da Unidade Curricular / Characterisation of the Curricular Unit

Designação da Unidade Curricular / Curricular Unit:
[318130040] Cultura Visual 
[318130040] Visual Culture

Plano / Plan: 2023/2024

Curso / Course:
Comunicação Social 
Media Studies

Grau / Diploma: Licenciado

Departamento / Department: CA - Comunicação e Arte

Unidade Orgânica / Organic Unit: Escola Superior de Educação de Viseu

Área Científica / Scientific Area:
Artes 
Artes 

Ano Curricular / Curricular Year: 3

Período/Duração / Term:
S1 
Semestral

ECTS: 4

Horas de Trabalho / Work Hours: 0108:00

Horas de Contacto/Contact Hours:

(T) Teóricas/Theoretical: 0000:00 (TC) Trabalho de Campo/Fieldwork: 0000:00

(TP)
Teórico-Práticas/Theoretical-Practical:

0045:00
(OT) Orientação Tutorial/Tutorial
Orientation:

0000:00

(P) Práticas/Practical: 0000:00 (E) Estágio/Internship: 0000:00

(PL) Práticas Laboratoriais/Pratical Labs: 0000:00 (O) Outras/Others: 0000:00

(S) Seminário/Seminar: 0000:00

% Horas de contacto a distância / % of remote contact hours: 0.00%

Docente responsável e respetiva carga letiva na unidade curricular / Responsible teaching and
corresponding teaching load for the curricular unit

[2187] Catarina Antonieta Martins Carneiro de Sousa - 0h
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Outros docentes e respetivas cargas letivas na unidade curricular / Other teaching staff and their
respective teaching loads for the curricular unit

[504341] Gabriela Sotto Mayor Moura Santos - 45h 

Objetivos de Aprendizagem

Compreender o papel fundamental da comunicação visual e da arte na sociedade contemporânea e o
impacto das imagens na nossa compreensão do mundo;
Reconhecer a participação ativa das pessoas na construção das narrativas visuais e a natureza
política, social, ativista da cultura visual;
Discutir o papel da imagem na construção da identidade pessoal e coletiva;
Desenvolver uma perspetiva crítica relativamente à criação e receção das imagens;
Adquirir ferramentas de análise e interpretação de imagens em diversos contextos; Conhecer algumas
das últimas correntes modernistas assim como os autores e correntes percursoras da Arte
Contemporânea.

Learning Outcomes of the Curricular Unit

Understand the fundamental role of visual communication and art in contemporary society and the
impact of images on our understanding of the world;
Recognise the active participation of people in the construction of visual narratives and the political,
social and activist nature of visual culture;
Discuss the role of images in the construction of personal and collective identity;
Develop a critical perspective on the creation and reception of images;
Acquire tools for analysing and interpreting images in different contexts;
Get to know some of the latest modernist currents, as well as the authors and precursors of
Contemporary Art.
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Syllabus (Lim:1000)

1 Introduction to Visual Culture 
1.1 Image, Culture and Society 
1.2 Visual Thinking and Visual Literacy 
1.3 Identity and Visual Culture 
1.4 The political, social and activist nature of the image 
1.5 Authorship, responsibility and ethics in the age of AI-generated images

2. Visual Communication 
2.1 Fundamentals of visual perception 
2.2 Visual grammar, elements of visual communication 
2.3 Principles of hierarchy and visual composition 
2.4 Visual Rhetoric: denotation and connotation - from signifier to signified 
2.5 Image semiotics: syntax, semantics and pragmatics

3. Modern and contemporary art movements 
3.1. The historical avant-garde; 
3.2 The neo-avant-gardes; 
3.3 Crisis of aesthetic categories and traditional concepts in art; 
3.4 Expansion of the arts and new artistic media.

Demonstration of the syllabus coherence with the curricular units' learning objectives

Considering the fundamental role that images play in human communication, the Visual Culture course aims
to develop students' skills to enable them to critically reflect on the creation and reception of images today.
Thus, the contents of the first part of the programme focus on the Introduction to Visual Culture, reflecting on
the importance of the image in the construction and representation of culture and identity, and on its political,
social, and activist nature. The contents relating to Visual Communication provide the basis for an informed
critique of the images that surround us. Finally, since the curricular unit also aims to build a mindset that is
open to new artistic forms, the contents of Modern and Contemporary Art Movements 
address the various moments of transition in Modern and Contemporary Art, from the Historical Avant-gardes
to the present day.
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Teaching and learning methodologies specific to the curricular unit in line to the pedagogical model

Discussion of the syllabus using texts, images, videos, etc.
Practical exercises to analyze images and texts related to visual culture.
Autonomous research into topics covered in the curricular unit.

Evaluation

Continuous evaluation

Two written tests (25% + 25%);
Visual culture project (50%).

(Projects that have not been supervised or defended in class are evaluated with 0 points)

 

Special Regimes

Students duly included in the special regimes provided for in the Regulamento Pedagógico de Frequência e

Avaliação da ESEV - artigo15.º and who choose continuous evaluation, carry out all the evaluation tasks

provided for in the curricular unit program with monitoring negotiated with the professor (contact in the first

two weeks of the semester).

 

Evaluation by exam

Evaluation by exam is allowed at any of the times provided for in the school calendar.
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Demonstration of the coherence between the teaching methodologies and the learning outcomes

Since this curricular unit aims to develop skills in students that allow them to reflect, interpret and critically
analyze the creation and reception of images, it favors methodologies that involve students in debating ideas
about the content taught without, however, giving up the necessary theoretical framework that provides
students with the conceptual tools necessary for such tasks. It is encouraged that the practical exercises and
the final visual culture project link the syllabus of the course with media practice, in order to enhance the
operationalization of the skills developed in a future professional context.

Bibliografia / Bibliography (Lim:1000)
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